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If you see a sick, injured or dead
koala, call the rescue hotline:
6622 1233

Treetops

The Newsletter of Friends of the Koala

Ine.

September 2011
Patron: Margot Sweeny (CEO, Summerland Credit Union)

Resilient Boxy

oxy was delivered to the Koala Roxy returned to the Care Centre dosedoxy was always in our thoughts and
Care Centre at 2.30am on 6 No-up with antibiotics and pain killers. Heranyone who made the trip to the Hospi-
vember 2010. She was in a sorry statayounds were substantial but she stoicatal would make a point of checking on

as was her deliverer.

Roxy had beeity acquiesced to their bathing twice daiher and reporting progress.

severely savaged by the young man’$y. She returned to the Vet a week later
for a check-up but through the followingEventually, towards the end of March
week compllcatlons set in. Roxy lookedshe returned to us. Her dreadful wound

Bull Arab Mastiff.
quarter was a bloody mess.

Pat Barnidge, who h
taken the call and dragg(_
herself out of bed to dri
to and open up the Caf
Centre, did what s
could to stabilise the dif
tressed youngster. T
window for minimising
infection from dog attac
is a maximum of twelv
hours; an emergency visit
to Keen Street Vets wi

arranged within mmme%oxy at the Koala Care Centre
of them opening for busisefore her transfer to AWH

Her right hind-

fine; she was eating and
I pooing okay, but

ness.
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had reduced to a scab the size of a five

her cent coin. But Roxy’s ordeal was not yet

| wounds remained inflamed.over. Perhaps she knocked the scab be-
| She returned to the Vet andcause over the next few days the wound
{ this time necrotic tissue wasstarted weeping again and her balance
= found in her right shoulder.

was completely out of whack. She was-
n't climbing particularly well and she

| The decision was made towas falling off the frame. Within a fort-
transfer Roxy to the Aus- night Roxy was back at AWH under 24
tralian Wildlife Hospital
where she underwent sur-ed.

gery involving the removal

of some muscle tissue. SheRoxy wasn't down long. A week later
remained in intensive careshe was outside in the Hospital's spa-
for several days and we incious rainforest enclosure with the gang
Lismore as well as the staffof half a dozen or so other koalas in re-
and volunteers at AWH were all con-cuperation.
cerned that she wouldn'’t pull through.

hour veterinary care. We were devastat-

Her climbing skills im-
proved and she gained weight. On 17
August we were instructed to collect

» President’s Message........cccccceeevviieennnnn. 2

» Care Coordinator's Report...................... 3| Roxy was young (2 years oldh

»Koala Care Statistics ...........cccevvreeeeenes. 3| and she had been healthy.

» President’s Messageofitinueq .................... 3 by bit she perked up. Seei

» To Rescue or not to Rescue.............cceee. 4. her come good ||ke tha

» Care Centre Coordinator’s Report.......... 5.0 struck at the heartstring

» Our Awesome Care Volunteers.............. 5.f.. . ¢

» Advocacy & Policy Reform Report ............ 6 With all her S_haved patch

» Friends of the Koala’s Sponsors............. 7| she looked like a chequ/

» NSW Wiildlife Council Report.................7.| board; her feisty spirit just

» Committee positions up for election.......... -8added to the pathos. It beca

» Annual General Meeting Notice ............ Q.. clear her healing leg ar

» Dates for your Diary ..........ccccevvevicceennee 10 . -

» Update on Boatharbour from Leafer Dot ... lOShOUIder r,equwed exe.rCIS

» Eddie Krebs —a New Leafie.................. 10. She COUldr_‘ t be put O_UFS'de ;

» Bluesfest Koala Monitoring with she was given the privilege | 3
UNi of QId ... e 11| roaming around the Hospitad

This was fine as long as a‘??xya”e’ease’”m’d/‘ug"“

eye was kept on her. Froff**

Roxy, hold her for 48
hours and then release.

] In the meantime the own-
.l ers of the property from
. which Roxy came had
returned. Bounded by the
Richmond, the locality is

'rich in wildlife. Their

tenant and his dog had
moved on but not before
teling them about the
attack and Roxy’'s admit-
tance. Contact was made
and transport arranged.
Still more than a bit con-

time to time though Roxy

cerned about Roxy’s

14avould go missing and pandemoniunclimbing ability, Pat and Marg Russell

14would ensue. She was never far away;

loaded her into the van and away they

usually curled up exhausted behind towdrove to East Coraki and a dog-less wel

els in the linen cupboard.

Cont'd on page 5
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s ? licences are issued to groups. Theeach out and support the voluntary
‘Pf@SIdGDtS M@SSQQ@, groups are responsible for training andvildlife rehabilitation sector.
fbﬁ'

E ;pring has authorising their members who wish to
rrived. The rescue, rehabilitate and release injured;he Codes already mentioned have been
days are getting sick or orphaned animals. They musa very welcome output of that support,

& | longer; the also ensure the activities of those authomas has the payment of public liability
|weather a little ised members comply with tr@ode of and volunteer risk insurance coverage.
warmer; the  Practice for Injured, Sick and OrphanedThe move from annual licensing to tri-
grunting and Protected Faunaand in our case, the ennial licensing introduced in July has

bellows much Code of Practice for Injured, Sick andbeen a significant indicator of increased
louder and pro- Orphaned Koalasboth of which have trust in the sector. Progressing develop-
longed, but no been finalised over thg ment of a state-wide
_ squeals as yet, past twelve months online database by first
Lorraine Vass around us. so. negotiating as we are at
present, standard fields
and descriptors is very
much a work in pro-
gress. While tensions
inevitably arise between
some licence-holders
and the licence provid-
er, particularly when
change is being commu-

The year seems to have been great faiicences are general
breeding. Mums and bubs are beingied to geographic areg
reported from all over. | see three orwhich in turn are aligne
my walks, depending on the route | takavith  regions  withi
and whether thep=wp= » OEH. The geograph
happen to = ¥~ area in which Friends (
visible from the the Koala is permitted to

Policies and codes which govern Koala
road when | pas

' operate its koala reSCUe,, pilitation

A =,

Where | live, | rehabilitation and release nicated, we are very
south-east 0 program replicates OEH’s Northern Riv-pleased to see that OEH has become
Lismore, the ers Region. more appreciative of the potentially val-

: uable contribution that wildlife rehabili-
& NSW’s network of volunteer wildlife tation groups have to make to conserva-
rescue and rehabilitation groups has ation science across NSW.

important role in:

habitat is so frag
mented that it’s
relatively easy t(
spot koalas. HOV

they hang on Y Part of the WLMU'’s support service is
under such conwum andbub in Robson « Relieving the suffering of individual to provide advice on applying the Codes
ditions  really Road, Wyrallah animals by providing appropriate in difficult or irregular situations. We

beats me. medical treatment and care; have had a few instances, particularly in

o _ « Fostering an understanding of nativeregard to release in areas of severely
This time of year also sees Friends of animals and the natural environmentdegraded habitat, where we have con-

the Koala gearing up for our AGM in  within the wider community; sulted and received assistance. The Unit
mid-October. The books are with the. Broadening our knowledge of wildlife has also granted us permission to retain
auditor, the Annual Report is in prepara- pjology and the threats facing partic-in permanent care at the Koala Care
tion; it is time for reflection. On balance ular species Centre three un-releasable females -
| think it has been a good year for the, Conserving wildlife populations by Hera, Rosalie and Joanna. These koalas
group and for koala conservation on the successfully returning healthy ani-Will be companion animals to others in
Northern Rivers. mals to their natural habitat. care and will be an important component
of our education program for volunteers
As you all know Friends of the Koala's priends of the Koala is a single specieind members of the public.
mission isConserving koalas, particu- specialist group and our role extends
larly in the Northern Rivers Region ofyay heyond to include habitat protectionVhilst there is undoubtedly widespread
New South Wales, in recognition of theyng enhancement, advocacy, policy resupport for and appreciation of the work
contribution the species makes to Ausiorm and involvement in research. ou©f the State’s ¢4,500 voluntary wildlife
tralia’s biodiversity. constitution enables us to actively Sup[ehabilitators within OEH, we remain
_ port koala conservation wherever theréomewhat distanced from the volunteers
The focus on the Northern Rivers Reyre koala populations in need of protecthat OEH acknowledges in tolunteer
gion makes sense because the vast Mgy, Policy and Procedure€009) which are
jority of our members are local and our limited to those involved in Parks and
own backyard is what is of most im-pay to day Friends of the Koala doesnVildlife management, the Botanic Gar-
portance to most of us. There’s a bifyaye a lot to do with the agency whicriens and its Friends association.
more to it than that however. Nativejssyes our licence and to which we are
wildlife rescue and rehabilitation is a5ccountable. We barely interact with ouSince its formation at the end of 2005,
licensed activity under the NSWation-  yagional office although we gratefully the NSW Wildlife Council is becoming
al Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. receive the annual amount of around@ Stronger voice for wildlife rehabilita-
_ _$3,000 to which we are invited to apply. tion groups with stakeholders and with
Only persons authorised under a wildlifeqr direct link with OEH is through the government in particular. In my view
licence issued by the Office of Environ-yysqiife Licensing and Management though it still has some way to go to
ment and Heritage (OEH) may take nagyp;t (WLMU), which in more recent being recognised as a significant partner

tive animals into care. As a general ruleyears is making a concerted effort tPrganisation. Cont'd on page 3

Pase 2 Friends of the Koals 1959 - 2011- 23 yesrs of licensed koalo rebabilitation



Treetops ... the Newsletter of Friends of the Koala Ine. September 2011

. ! now have. My particular thanks to Gailly stupid at times when | have gotten
GQY’@ @OOfdﬂ’Dﬁ?tOfS &GpOﬂ; Gipp who really helped me out when ltired, overloaded and frustrated. She is a

. his is the started. If she was not available, Karemvealth of knowledge in all areas of koa-
3 last report Scott always stepped up, so thanks Kda matters.

i that | will be ren.
writing as Care
Coordinator as |
am stepping
down from the
position at our
upcoming AGM.

Before this gets too long, thanks to all
Thanks to all the home carers who havthe koalas. As it starts to get busy again
made my job easier with regular updatethis year | encourage all people who are
automatically sent through and for al-able to lend a helping hand, whereever
ways being willing to take just that onetheir interests may be, to speak to a
more animal, spend their own time andommittee member or a shift supervisor.
money on fantastic set-ups and being we don’t get back to you straight
Barb Dobner There are a few such dedicated carers in general. Cuttingway it is not because we are not inter-

reasons. Firstly | your own leaf no matter the weathergested but it is just busy. Keep asking and
am lacking time due to work commit-every single day for many months at dahings will happen. Thanks and happy
ments to give the job what it needs. Sedime is a big ask. caring.

ondly a time has come in my life where |
need to cut back on a few things an
concentrate on my family before my

hanks to all those who are PS — Following on from the

egularly rescuers. It nev last issue’'s Zeus story
. — Jceases to amaze me h OEH has given us permis-
children leave home. | will St'"_ be caring willing all our rescuers al sion to release him at one of
for th_e O_dd animal and hel_plng Out 0Ny, matter how much trav our soft release sites. We are
the sidelines but not be as mvol_ved asik involved. When there ¥ just waiting for a site to be
have been. | have been handing ov koala in need they go. freed up to be able to release

several jobs over the last year and fe re very blessed as a gro a single male. This should
there are lots of people around who are this regard. J happen in the next few

more than competent so feel confident , s :
the job will be in good hands with some-Thanks to everyone in t ‘S’gﬁgjhfm an adjustment
one else. Care Centre for lookin wild, but in a much safer

. “‘n;?.:——
Iafife, (4%
\/x IRicrlweléi(i;uluo:/
. — oﬁi\‘eén
after our charges so dil-

I am going to be a bit boring but need t(?ﬁently' Lola has to be th&@andLorraine at the 2007 place.

say a few thankyous. There are t00 many " natient lady | know cionel Wildife Rehabilita- 5o \yo have also been
individuals to mention names but I think, 4 4 derful i bW"O” Conference in Perth where | d ved
you will know who you are and does a wonderful job Qfey presented theirpaper: ~ VETY Ppleased to receive

keeping everything organ:Conserving a Regional Koala ~permission from OEH to
Thankyou to the vets at the Australiarised and as consistent &spulation—Friends of the keep three un-releasable
Wildlife Hospital, Currumbin Wildlife possible using a quiet, calr’Ef’“’“'SJ"“’”fy"f""”’“’f females — Hera, Rosalie and
Hospital and locally at Keen St andand persistent manner. —_r9egement Joanna in permanent care in
Uralba St for putting up with all my the Care Centre. These animals will help
guestions, being patient and willing to ducate volunteers and members of the
teach both me and us as agroup whe}t oviding support and has helped me n ublic qbout koalas as well as being
have needed to know in order to achiev lose my temper or do something real-ompamon animals.

the quality of care and assessment we —Barb Dobner

Not sure to thank Lorraine as she got m
into this but she has been thoughtful in

_ Koala Care Statistics 31 May — 11 August 2011
Friends of the Koala attended to or providéd advicen a total of 132 koalas

In Released| Died | Dead on Eu- Unable to | Advice
Care Arrival thanased | find/capture

HBC — Road Strike (12) 2 1 4 4 1
Dog attack (7) 3 1 2 1
Diseased/Sick (49) 7 2 2 5 20 13
Injury (3) 1 2

Health unknown /unrecorded (15) 2 1 6 1 5
Healthy/Assumed Healthy (37) 7 30
Orphans/joeys (9) 4 5

Totals (132) 19 16 7 15 25 0 50

From page 2 Good-will and patience from committee duties. Barb has heldbds in place; and to improve and extend

on both sides will ensure the strengthenthe position for six years. During thatour record-keeping. She’s also contribut-

ing of stakeholder support which will intime her exacting standards have beeed to Friends of the Koala's governance

turn see the voluntary wildlife rehabili- our benchmark. She has worked relentand organisational strength. For years

tation sector enduring. lessly to improve training opportunities; we have been a sounding-board for each
to build sound working relationshipsother’s ideas and aspirations for FOK.

You will read above that Care Co-between veterinarians and ‘rehabbers’;

ordinator, Barb Dobner is resigningto document the care and rescue metiWell done Barb and thankyou.

—l orraine Vass

Eriends of the Koalo 1989 - 2011 - 23 years of licensed koals rehabilitation Pase 3
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To Rescue or not to Rescue

One of the many joys of living in the is the koala doing? How long has it beefs diseased koalas that are still quite
Northern Rivers is the closeness ofjoing on? Why has the caller phoned? active and mobile. We have a poor suc-

nature. For many residents sighting or cess rate in trying to capture such koa-
encountering a koala is an everyday exf the koala is showing no signs of dis-jags. A common scenario is for us to re-
perience. For others it can be newease, has only been in the proximity ofejve a call that an animal is down low
strange and even confronting. dogs, i.e. is in a tree in a yard with dog$t by the time we arrive ten minutes
but the dogs have not been near it as fgiter, the animal has climbed to the top
Over the past twelve months or so theras the caller can tell, and the caller i$f a very tall tree, interconnected with
seems to have been an increase in tipeepared to become engaged, then it tthers so capture becomes ‘mission im-
number of reports of koalas in odd placbest to ask that any possible dangers igossible’.
es, especially in urbanised areas. For thldogs and people are removed, until the
first time we have sought permissiorkoala has moved on. For a koala that can still climb well but
from the Office of Environment & Herit- is showing signs of disease the best ad-
age to relocate a couple of male koalal the koala has not moved on after a fewjce to give the caller is to keep a laun-
because they were not coping in the hatlrours (this implies of course that thedry basket handy. If a koala is observed
itat available to them. caller has been prepared to keep an ey the ground as it is moving from tree
on the koala and to phone again) then b tree and the caller can quietly sneak
The Code of Practice for Injured, Sickis advisable to send a rescuer out to agp on it and place the basket over the
and Orphaned Koalas(2011) states: sess the situation. In these cases the kqu fantastic! Once the koala has been
Rescuers must not move a healthy md@ is usually fine; they are just moving contained and is reported to us, a rescue
pendent koala unlesspmmn ‘ 1through their usual can be organised.
is at immediate risk d urban territory. Urban
injury (e.g. on a road koalas take their Thjs scenario is different to one where a
Such relocations wi p chances with the risks koala has been observed hanging low in
involve moving th@ S ¥ % around them. While gz tree for several days in the same place,
koala a safe distands ' we may think it is an although even then the koala could have
from the hazard ang® inappropriate place for heen moving through the night to return
placing it in a climbag "4 a koala to be in, it is to the same place. As a rule of thumb
ble tree(4.1.7, p.2). & where they live. If the though, a koala that remains low to the
koala is an adult with a ground for days on end is a very sick

Koala traversing a building site
Some koalas cope good body score, koala and needs to be rescued ASAP. In

quite well with living in urban areas. Towhich most of them are, it is and hasases of trauma where it is known that
move them would be a disaster for théeen doing fine and should be left alonehe koala is injured or there is the defi-
individual and the impact that relocationThis is recorded as an advice call. nite possibility of injury i.e., the dog
may have on the koalas living in the area was seen biting the koala even though
receiving the additional koala. Moving alf there is concern regarding the koala'shere is no blood or obvious wounds, a
koala to the other side of the road fronhealth or the member of the public isescuer must be immediately des-
where it came from may result in injuryparticularly distressed then a rescuepatched.
as it works its way back to its homeshould be immediately despatched to
range. Capturing any koala causes a dassess the situation. This does not necesp to sum up, if a koala is healthy and
gree of stress that may result in the onsetrily mean the koala must be broughthere appears to be no reason for bring-
of disease. So what to do? into care. If the rescuer arrives to find ang it into care apart from the fact it is
healthy looking koala with no evidencesitting on a fence or in a tree close to a
Back to basics — of injury, then the koala should be leftroad, then leave it alone to go on its
the initial phone alone even if it is sitting on a fence onyay.
report from the beside a road. The koala is better to find

@i member  of  the its own way to where itis going. If a koala is showing signs of disease
A% public (MOP). Itis _ o but is still very active, don’t send out a
. extremely im- An important part of our job is to eX-rescuer unless the koala has already

portant to get the plain to the MOP that this is the koala’Sbeen contained or further assessment of
maximum amount home range and to provide suggestionge situation proves that rescue is war-
of information of how that person can help make it a biggnted.

from a phoned of a better environment for koalas and

report. Astute and watch out if anything does go wrong.just because a rescuer has been sent out
tenacious qgues- Putting a healthy koala through the[o assess the situation does not mean
tioning (and listen- stress of capture for tagging is not apcapture should be attempted.

ing) are essential. propriate. These calls are also recorded

What are the caller's concerns? |Is theras advice calls as there has been no &palas that have been sitting low in a

a sound basis for those concerns? Is thempt made to rescue the koala. In mosfee for several days, are on the ground
koala showing symptoms of disease®ases we are simply educating the publignable to climb or display injuries, must
Have they actually seen the koala beinthat many koalas live in urban areas.  pe attended to ASAP.

attacked by a dog or hit by a car? Is the —Barb Dobner
koala injured in any way? What exactlyAnother common problem with rescues

Koala on a shed post—
leave it alone

Pase 4 Friends of the Koals 1989 - 2011- 23 yeasrs of licensed koals rebabilitation
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Core Centre Coordinators Beport Our Awesome

he headline Rivers Catchment Management Authori- @91@8 VOL&D{;@@?S
news at the ty; the first time they had visited.

Koala ~ Care 1 like to share with you a good ne
Centre is that story. Karen McBurney was driving
our application home to Coraki from Lismore on /8
\ to keep Rosalie, wednesday 31 August. She was nef
& Hera and our Rythven when she saw what she thoug
i other  special was a cat or a fox on the side of t
W girl, Joanna, in road. She stopped to take a closer |
g permanent care gnd saw it was a koala. There were
& has been suc-food trees around — just miles of suga A Over recent months
i cessful.  They cane and a few pines. The paddoc : th has b
will be a great ere covered in water and the drainag@®m<ende! eré has been a
small turnover of

: - asset for us in ditches along the road full of mud-
Lola Whit i g the road were full of mud
ola Whitney our education dy water. volunteers at the Care Centre but a very

. trong core group of committed mem-
and training programs. Thank-you to al S :
in the licensing unit who found merit inI|<aren feared that the koala would be hibers remains.

our submission.

1 hear stories of

our volunteers
being bitten by
Zeus and being
% slightly punctured
"M by koalas using
them as climbing
poles, but they
keep coming back!

by a car so rang her husband to find
_ _ ~ number and ring us for help. By thisl undertook a little stocktake of attend-
The Kids, Alika, Zeus(2), Myra, Clarissajme the koala was down in a ditch, batance and happily found that the majority
and Lizzie, | mentioned in my last reportling with the mud and water — she ap-of vollies make nearly every shift, which
have all been released. No sooner hagared tired. is a superb effort, and most are really
they gone than the place filled up aga'n'léeceiving Graham's call, Sam Kenda/d'eat at communicating when they can-

come from. We see a lot of sadness eagf | €7t the Care Centre to meet Kar ! raig, John, Eddie, and Steve who have

ho had stayed with the koala to kerp . D .
m?:lirfg airllgnhveyglt?]?/ rglr?dass?rgnk;a:?sbigh eye on her. She was still walking?€en super-available to fill in for shifts

i ; long the drain, up to her hips in m gand to Megan and Katherine yvho have
arﬁ:tt\}voeydtg igs\,'e\r/\/?rﬁ rirignﬁgo doubt thégnd water. Both Karen and the koala ha§tePPed up to supervise shifts when
yimp ' walked quite a distance. The koala wageeded.

The second shed is now operationgp tired she didn't put up much re-
thanks to Essential Energy who funded istance to being handled and caged. | !t is great to see vollies up-skilling with

and to Roy Johnston, Rick Stewart, R , ) Jesabe, John and Craig learning to give
Mezieres and Russell Ford who erected p2'€n (the koala) couldn’t believe herype morning medications and injections.

as well as looking after the landscaping©0d fortune with the smogasbord Ofyye ¢yrrently have four regulars per af-
They have also had to re-configure th r?f that awaited her at the Care Centrg o0 shift. As we move into the busy
drains as the heavy rain of a few weekd ' attacked it enthusiastically while Weggason it would be even better to have
ago caused a few problems in the encl lade an appointment with the Keen,, e for each day (2-4pm). If you

sures. Roy has put extra-tall poles in th treet Vet Clinic to have her checked,qy of anyone who is calm and caring,

enclosure housing our permanent girl§’.u ' really enjoys the satisfaction of a good
They enjoy climbing up high and I'mKaren proved to be a fit and healthy 5/6cleanout and is just a little bit awesome,
sure they are as appreciative of Royyear old. She was ear-tagged and speget them to call the Care Centre and sign
work as we are. another night at the Care Centre beforep.

. . eing released on a property at Ruthven
We have new reserved parking signs f&rith good habitat. It was lovely to se€

six car spaces on Rifle Range Roaﬁ offompage 1 coming party.

above the Care Centre. We are ve yer bolt u%thevt\;ﬁe we ha}dﬂselﬁcted
grateful to SCU for agregs : er. en we [ell she was

TR : .
ing to our request for ' | looking very content.

reserved allocation | With Karen the koala safe
many people come and well; Karen the caring
work or visit the Centr lady who watched over he
every day and parki has our gratitude.

was getting very tricky.

Speaking of visitors,
was lovely to see Helg
Hargreaves and the '/
Clunes Guides so so(
after the girls helped s
by joining the FOK con f

tingent at the Lanten’ & & e
Parade. In July we wer@orraine and Judy Henderson,
pleased to welcome Boar.g'laif’, NR Catchment Authority

members of the Northerff front of Essential Energy’s
new shed

—Sam Kendal

The release cage was opened and Roxy
bolted up the 10metre tree without a
worry in the world. She got to the top,
yawned, scratched, had a nibble and
' then proceeded to leap from branch to

branch as if to demonstrate to all that
S| A big thankyou to our won-4 she was definitely home.

[ | derful volunteers and carin
€2 members of the public for all The next day she was sighted with four
they do. other regulars along the river. We wish

—Lola Whitney = her well.

—Lorraine Vass

Treetops is printed on recycled papar.

Friends of the Kosls 1989 - 2011 - 23 yesrs of licensed koals rehabilitation Pase S
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Advocacy & Policy Reform Report

appily there has been some respitgive staff time to better articulate somewild dogs on koalas, particularly in the
from the frenetic number of meet-of the complexities of the regulatorywestern parts of Byron Shire; and the

ings and submission deadlines that chaprovisions. impact on remnant koala habitat in the
acterised the first half of the year. Work south-east forests in the light of Bega
on the three comprehensive koala plansam enjoying my involvement with both Valley Shire Council’s approval of a
of management continued, taking ovethe TCKAGC and the SRG as they aravood pellet plant for the Eden Chip
as the major focus through the quarter. enabling me to work more closely with Mill.

some well informed and delightful peo-
Unfortunately | missed the meeting ofple. The opportunity for collaboration isWe have responded to the Draft Lismore
the Tweed Coast Koala Advisory Groupgreater in Lismore because several of uSity Council Sport and Recreation Plan
Committee (TCKAGC) held at the endon the SRG know each other quite welk011-2021 and provided referral advice
of July. However | attended the excel-as we have worked together previouslyto callers on development applications at
lent workshop led by Steve Phillips onStaff, of course, is that much more acNimbin and Ewingsdale.
Habitat Recovery and Connectivitycessible.
which followed in mid-August. | represented Friends of the Koala at the

Before moving on | need to mention that-ourth Border Ranges Alliance Forum
This was the first of a series of plannedhe first meeting of the Byron Shire Koa-in June. The Border Ranges is a priority
workshops which will address a particuda Plan of Management Project Referregion of the Great Eastern Ranges Initi-
lar theme and intended to tease out anehce Group was on 4 August. To myative. Part of this year's forum explored
develop meaningful, achievabledismay, Scott Hetherington, Team Leadthe potential to collate monitoring infor-
measures and actions to support ther, Natural Resources with Byron Counimation across Alliance members and
Tweed Coast plan. Participants wereil has since resigned. projects utilising the Atlas of Living
invited, representing a broader range of Australia’'s capacity for providing
stakeholders than the Advisory Com-The present surge of interest in the déeitizen science’ data capture and analy-
mittee, all working in and with a close velopment of comprehensive koala plansis tools.
on-ground knowledge of the study area.of management by North Coast councils

prompted the Office of Environment andl also participated in a stakeholder and
To kick off discussion various proposi-Heritage (OEH) to host a Council Koalacommunity consultation workshop held
tions had been prepared and forwardeHorum in early June. Representativef early September to inform the prepa-
for consideration. Discussion focussedrom Tweed, Lismore, Byron, Ballina, ration of a new NPWS Regional Pest
on their application - how they might orClarence Valley, Coffs Harbour, andManagement Strategy. | made the point
might not work and in some cases, proHastings councils attended, as did stafthat disease in native wildlife species, in
posal of alternatives. from the Department of Planning & In- particular koalas, is a significant gap in
frastructure and OEH and consultingthe existing Strategy, given the inclusion
ecologist, Dr Steve Phillips who has hadf disease in native vegetation. | doubt
some involvement in all the drafts inthat it will go anywhere, but we keep
preparation, apart from that of Clarencerying.
Valley. —Lorraine Vass

# The forum identified thre
priority issues for further, cq
ordinated action: resoluti
of Private Native Forest
issues to ensure koala hab

SRG members (I-r) Sandra Heuston, Lorraine Vass .
and Julie Reid doing their homework. is adequately managed

protected; review of SEPP 44
The cycle of meetings of Lismore'sto update and resolve defi
Stakeholder Reference Group (SRGJion issues, trees species
has also slowed with only two work-and methodologies for s
shops held, in mid-July and early Au-veys and plans of manag :
gust, dealing with the regulatory provi-ment; and urgent provision of | i J
sions and habitat compensation policya resource package from statemore City Council's s.356 donations presentations in early
respectively. A briefing on progressgovernment to support courfwgust: (ir) Lorraine Vass, General Manager, Gary Murphy, Mayor
was presented to the Council in mid<ils to undertake and cordé" Dowelland Pat Barnidge

August by staff and two members of theplete and implement CKPoMs. SUlosen sitom RErig
SRG, Sandra Heuston and Kel Graham. Hlostaitjpiiioll EllaelEs
The thrust of Sandra’s presentation water to which we have responded are, 11 and should be paid by 30 Septem-

e - Y 7|

Other issues that have arisen in the qUffambership fees were due on 1 July
our collective analysis of what hadcerns about the impact of under-linger to maintain continuity of financial
worked well and not so well with the pruning operations by Essential Enefgyembership and enable participation in
process adopted by Council. The finaknd of alleged windbreak clearance |de Annual General Meeting.
workshop, which was to be held at themacadamia farms on koalas in the nojth-

end of August was postponed in order teast of Lismore; the possible impact of See renewal form on page 15.
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Priends of the Koalss Sponsors

Friends of the Koala’s income is de-as registration and insurances. It fundeglas for the first time granted us a s356
rived from numerous sources:a replacement set of tyres for the van iglonation of $1,500.

membership subscriptions, competitive2009.

grants, nursery and merchandise sales, Thank you to all our sponsors from eve-
donations, the Support-a-Koala pro-Essential Energy previously Country ryone at Friends of the Koala.

gram, fund-raising initiatives, occasion-Energy came on board as a sponsor back —Lorraine Vass

al one-off sponsorships and of coursan 2007. It has fundedreetops’printing
our on-going partners and sponsors.  and distribution as well as work in th

plant nursery and purchase of equip- » -
We could not do what we do without thement, including the new shed for whic WIId I l feL
generosity of so many partners, sponthe Koala Care Centre volunteers are

sors, and members of the public. Theparticularly grateful. he Tony & Lisette Lewis Foundation
veterinarians who treat the koalas which
are brought into our care are our primaryThe Northern Rivers Regional Office
partners. We believe the veterinaryof the NSW National Parks and Wild-
treatments, surgery, tests, etc. whicHife Service offers an annual un-tied
these animals receive, would, if theygrant which has increased over the p3
were costed, run unto hundreds of thoueouple of years to $3,000.
sands of dollars.

Lismore City Council has funded
We and the Australian community oweFriends of the Koala with an annu%‘“,}.

energy
Office of

Environment & Heritage
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service

a great debt to the Australian Wildlife s356 donation of $2,000 since 1996. T
Hospital and the Currumbin Wildlife Council also waives tip fees, slashes t
Hospital which both rely heavily on Koala Food Tree Plantation on Wyrallah
public donations to continue their bril- Road and leases us the Koala Care Cen-
liant work. The private practices which tre site for a peppercorn rent. !
provide so muchpro bono service, in H -
particular Keen Street Veterinary Clinic This year we have been approached by a IISIT!OI‘E
and Lismore Veterinary Clinic are alsonew sponsor, th#&VebManage Charity
deserving of our sincerest gratitude. and Conservation Foundation which

has undertaken to cover the costs of 0
So who are these other partners an@4/7 Rescue Hotline. This is a partiCLK)WEBMANAGE
sponsors who help cover our operatindarly generous sponsorship because th=
costs? phone-bill is one of our largest expens

es. We thank David Wolfinger, Web- :

In 2006 The Tony & Lisette Lewis Manage Pty Ltd’s CEO for stopping and ; mEED
Foundation through its WildlifeLink talking to us about our work at \

program donated our rescue van and led@luesfest.

-trailer. Each year since, WildlifeLink SHIRE COUNCIL

has continued to pay for on-costs suclThis year as wellfweed Shire Council

ERNMENT

sFEouncil

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

of TTe . ord Keepingis : To maintain a database A constitutional modification agreed to
NSW Wildlife Council Bﬁp@f’t of fauna that has entered rehabilitationat the AGM has enabled expansion of

The Council's 21st General Meeting andRecords of fauna admissions representthe Council's Executive to include two

6th AGM were held over the weekenavital resource for fauna rehabilitation general members. The incoming Execu-

of 27-28 August. 15 groups attended ogroups, OEH and research institutionstive for 2011-2012 is:

Saturday and 13 on Sunday. A meetinghey can be used to develop better treat-

of three members of the outgoing execuments, educate rehabilitators, identifyLorraine Vass (FOK) — Chair

tive met on the evening of Friday 27state-wide trends in fauna incidents andCaroline Enfield (WIRES) — Vice Chair

August. identify threatening procegp.23). Rochelle Ferris (ASR) — Secretary
Shirley Lack (NARG) — Treasurer

At the General Meeting Ron Haering WLMU intends to achieve full electronic James Fitzgerald (LAOKO) - Media

Manager of the Wildlife Licensing andreporting in the approved format withinOfficer

Management Unit (WLMU) distributed 2-3 years. Hard copies were distributedudrey Koosemen (NATF) - General

printed copies of th&Code of Practice Of the previously circulated mandatoryMember

for Injured, Sick and Orphaned Protect-fields and a later version of the preferredlona Roberts (TVWC) — General Mem-

ed Faunaand photocopies of the final-standardised terms. ber

ized Code of Practice for Injured, Sick _ o

and Orphaned Koalagswhich is at the Ron reiterated that rehabilitation groun¢ yq wish to follow the Council's busi-

printers and will be distributed Soon.llcences are now belng issued ever}ﬁess more C|Ose|y, p|ease contact Lor-

The flying fox code is expected to bethree years and that the deadline for rezine or check the Council's website:

released by the end of the year. Theorting (which is still an annual requ"e'www.nwc.org.au

objectives of the new Code’s s.1Rec- ment), will be 30 September.
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Committee Positions up for Election

The 2011-2012 Committee will be elect-Over the past year the Committee ha3reasurer: Bank and manage finances;

ed at the Annual General Meeting on 13net at Southern Cross University on grepare financial reports; fulfill auditing

October 2011. Now is the time to beSaturday afternoon. The venue and timebligations; receive and receipt fees for

thinking about putting yourself forward ing of meetings can be altered to suit theew membership nominations; prepare

for nomination. Under the Constitution majority. budget; member of the Friends of the

adopted in 2009, Friends of the Koala isl_h ) . - Koala Care Fund Management Commit-
e seven office-bearing positions ar

required to have a Committee of not Ies%resident Vice-President, Treasurer

than ten (the office-bearers and at Iea%ecretary, Care Co-ordinator, KoalaCare Co-ordinator: Overall responsi-
three ordinary members) and no mores . " o
than thirteen members are Centre Co-ordinator and Tre_esblhty for the treatment and rehabilitation
' Officer. The number of general commit-of all koalas brought into care; work
Being on the Committee requires a comtee members depends on the number cfosely with Care Centre Co-ordinator,
mitment of time to attend the six meet-nominations received. A few generalPhone Co-ordinator, Training Officer,
ings held over the twelve month termcommittee members have occupiedome Carers and Veterinarians; author-
and to assist in actioning the busineseamed positions which include Trainingise diagnostic tests and referrals to the
resulting from Committee decisions.Officer, Leaf Collection Co-ordinator, Australian Wildlife Hospital and Cur-
There are also advantages. Publicity/Marketing Co-ordinator, Tele- rumbin Wildlife Hospital (authorisation
. ,phone Co-ordinator, Fundraising Of-of trips to the Hospital made in consulta-
Committee members are the group’s. . ) . . . o
. L icer, Events Cwmrdinator; and Mem- tion with President or delegate); main-
decision-makers. Participation really fastD . ! . . :
) . ership Officer. tain accurate records including the data-
-tracks a member’s understanding of the

breadth of activities we are involved inThere is a degree of flexibility in the l()jase, p.repa‘re reports as required by the

. . L : . ; L ommittee; spokesperson.
and the way in which the organisationduties of non-office-bearing positions,
functions. It can be a learning experi-depending on the skills and interests oKoala Care Centre Co-ordinator:
ence, especially if a person has not prenembers who would like to stand. Manage the Koala Care Centre; ensure
viously served on a committee. YouOff' “beari i d a brief maintenance and tidiness; supplies;
work closely with fellow Committee Ice-bearing posi '9”5 and a briet  ,ersee the hands-on training of rostered
members and, yes, there can be a sengﬁt“ne of their duties: volunteers; co-ordinate involvement in
of real achievement. FOK does not exPresident: Provideleadership to FOK; voluntary work/award schemes; co-
pect people to stay on its Committegrepare agendas for and chair meetingsdinate Supervisors’ meetings; prepare
indefinitely but we would like a commit- of the Committee of Management; chair ~ reports as required by the Committee.
ment for the full term. the Friends of the Koala Care FundTrees Officer

Management Committee; co-ordinate Co-ordinate Nursery
The Committee is responsible for con- g ’ and related activities; maintain associat-

trolling and managing the group’s af_advocacy a.”d policy .reform aCtIVItI'eS'ed records; target priority areas for habi-
fairs. It is accountable for compliancep repare media releases; spokesperson; tat restoration; liaise with local govern-
with the conditions of our rehabilitation network. ment and other partners and stakehold-
and release licence and other legislativ®ice President: Support and deputize ers regarding habitat matters; prepare
obligations. It develops the direction offor President as required; assist with co-  reports as required by the Committee.
policy for our activities including rescue ordinating acti